Tuberculosis and National Health
are set free to mingle with the dust. Dust particles containing
organisms are easily disturbed by movements and currents of air
in a room, and may circulate considerable distances and at
considerable heights. It has been proved that the dust from an
infected room contains tubercle bacilli, and these will survive
for some considerable time if favourable conditions such as dark/
ness, warmth, and moisture are present. The fact that the dust
of rooms occupied by patients suffering from open pulmonary
tuberculosis contains tubercle bacilli has been proved by various
observers. Cornet in 1888 inoculated guinea-pigs with dust
obtained from rooms and workshops occupied by such patients
and obtained a positive result in 20 per cent of cases. Positive
results were also obtained from dust taken from general and
mental hospitals, the results being 21-3 and 39*4 per cent re/
spectively. Tubercle bacilli have also been found to be present
in the dust of railway/carriages and tramcars, but it is significant
that they are seldom recovered from the dust of sanatoria and
tuberculosis hospitals.
While droplet infection is the chief method by which the
disease is transmitted, where there is close contact, dust infection
also plays an important part. When infection is contracted in
the office or workshop it is frequently through the medium of
infected dust.
The tbioi method of infection is through the medium .of milk
containing tubercle bacilli, and is the one chiefly responsible for
the development of abdominal and other extra/pulmonary forms
of tuberculosis in young children.
While milk is the chief medium of infection by ingestion,
tubercle bacilli may be present in butter, cream, cheese, and other
forms of milk foods. Tubercle bacilli may also be present in
ott&t,, but the risk of infection from this source is regarded
ariiEght* owing to cooking t and to the inspection which is
carried out.
The possibility of some other method of infection cannot,
however, be altogether excluded. It is difficult to envisage all
individuals who are positive reactors as being infected by one of
the three recognized methods. The tubercle bacillus is so closely
associated with man in his urban existence that the relationship
between the parasite and the host presents a diverse problem many
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